BCCRA Minutes – January 10, 2019

P.F. Chang's – 225 East Basse Road
Board Members in Attendance: Carol Castillo, Angie Jimenez, Letitia “Tish” Moncivais, and 

Jessica Butts.

Board Members Absent: Mary F. “Bebe” Lopez.

Meeting called to order by President Carol Castillo at 6:09 p.m.

Carol discussed the successes of 2018, including the Legislative Reception and the Christmas party, and brought up the November meeting minutes.

Past Treasurer Jessica Butts presented the treasurer's report: Current balance: $6,716.18, after all expenses paid, including tax preparation.

Motion to accept the minutes was made by Luis Durand and seconded by Natalie Hunsucker; motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Kathy Hoffman and seconded by David Zarate.  Both motions were adopted.

OLD BUSINESS
Letitia Moncivais was voted in as Treasurer and Jessica Butts as Secretary in the December 2018 BCCRA Christmas party/meeting by members present.  These motions were made, seconded, and adopted at the time.  Carol Castillo will remain President, and Angie Jimenez will remain 

Vice President.  These motions were also made, seconded, and adopted at the time.

The essay scholarships awarded at the December 2018 BCCRA Christmas party were also brought up in discussion, the scholarship-winning participants named: Anna Mar and Rachel Murchland.

Toys for Tots donations from the December 2018 BCCRA Christmas party were discussed, and Angie relayed to the members present that Toys for Tots does not hand out stuffed animals due to guidelines/regulations imposed on them; however, they are donated to police stations to be handed out there.  She also stated that Toys for Tots expressed a large need for bicycles for children, and a bicycle drive was then recommended for future donations to Toys for Tots.
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion was had regarding online payment options for membership dues.  Square, Venmo, and PayPal were the suggestions by members present.

Members were informed of San Antonio College (SAC) classes beginning on the 22nd of January, and breakfast provided/sponsored by BCCRA was mentioned.  Construction causing parking problems was also brought up in addition to the time to make an appearance, if participating: 8:00 a.m. before class orientation at 8:30 a.m.

Mentoring was also discussed, including the falling through of matching mentors to mentees in 2018, as well as a possible mentoring program to be implemented in 2019.  Further discussion will take place regarding a mentoring program, possibly with Mary Berry.

Suggestions regarding the BCCRA Fiesta medals were requested.

A possible one-day seminar hosted by BCCRA was also mentioned and discussed with positive reception.

A possible collaboration with MABA for their Halloween party (or some such event) was also brought up by Carol with equally positive reception.

Kristin Anderson, NCRA Director for her third year, brought up NCRA's Court Reporting & Captioning Week, indicating to use the hashtag (if a member) #courtreportingandcaptioningweek, and it will take place the week of 2/09/2019-2/16/2019.  She also mentioned the Business Summit, suggested for firm owners, that will take place 02/01/2019-02/03/2019.

Tonya Thompson, TCRA Chair of Membership Committee, spoke on behalf of TCRA Seat 6 Area Director Erminia Uviedo who could not be present at the meeting, and she said that the recruitment numbers are looking good: 886 professional members, 73 student members, and a total of 1,042 members in TCRA.  She also indicated that the membership saturation in Area 6 is higher than that of even Dallas or Houston, per the court reporter population in each city.  Capitol Day was also mentioned; it will be on 02/12/2019.  A time frame of 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. was also suggested, but checking TCRA's Web site and/or Facebook page for details and specific times was recommended.

Discussion regarding MABA was reopened, and the suggestion was made to host a seminar for recommended conduct on the record to provide instruction to counsel as to how to properly create a record.

NCRA's A-Z program was also discussed.  The beginning date is 1/24/2019.  Help is always beneficial and requested to assist in this court reporting introduction/outreach program.

The Virtual Strides Fun Run was also brought up for the members to look into.

Tonya also brought to attention students to be recognized who were present at the meeting; namely, Stephanie Barrajas for passing the most recent skills test and Anna Mar for passing the most recent written test for their CSR certifications.

Carol welcomed any questions from the membership and directed members to send their inquiries to BCCRA (contact information is found on the Web site).

The golf tournament that was conducted in the past was discussed, and David indicated that the net profit from this said tournament was in the 12,000-dollar range.  He also volunteered his services to aid in the process so long as there were other participants/volunteers doing the same, expressing a need to find sponsors and golfers for the event as well as the large burden the last tournament placed heavily on one individual.  Teamwork is essential for this event.

A motion for BCCRA's 2019 golf tournament to take place in the month of May was presented by Luis and seconded by Blanca Espericueta.

The golf tournament discussion was reopened, and the inclusion of the Deaf and hard of hearing in the tournament were mentioned.  Toys for Tots was also mentioned as being a recipient of proceeds for this event; however, discussion regarding BCCRA's structure and tax status were mentioned, pertaining to how funds may be disbursed/allocated, and further discussion at the next meeting was recommended before voting on any donation of funds so as to remain within IRS guidelines.

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Kathy and then seconded by Kristin, and the motion was adopted.  Meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m.

___________________________________


___________________________________

Carol Castillo, President




Jessica C. Butts, Secretary
