BCCRA Minutes – February 21, 2019

Angie Jimenez's Home
Board Members in Attendance: Carol Castillo, Angie Jimenez, Letitia “Tish” Moncivais,

Blanca Espericueta, and Jessica Butts.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Carol Castillo thanked all attendees for their appearance and welcomed all members: new, honorary, retired, professional, and student. She believes BCCRA has 4 to 5 new students, 44 professional members, and 22 student members for a total of 66 members.

Carol Castillo acknowledged past presidents David Zarate, Barbara Durand-Hollis, Mary Berry, and Tonya Thompson. NCRA rep Kristin Anderson could not attend; Erminia Uviedo, TCRA rep, could not attend; Angie Lozano and Kim Tindall from TexDra could not attend either.

Minutes from February were brought to the table by Carol Castillo; motion to accept the minutes from the meeting made by Luis Duran; Tish Moncivais seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.

The BCCRA bank account minutes portion was paraphrased to the members by Carol Castillo.

Treasurer's report: $5,935.65 present balance. A 500-dollar deposit was made for the golf course; $502 was spent for liquor. Jessica Butts made a motion to accept the treasurer's report;

Barbara Durand-Hollis seconded. The motion was adopted.

Carol mentioned that the membership payments can be made online now on the website. A card reader was also purchased to be able to run payments at physical locations.

Fiesta medals will be available by the April 2019 meeting, selling at $10/medal.

The golf tournament by David Zarate was discussed; the committee has met twice. David Zarate spoke on how huge the golf tournament would be, about the potential to make “a ton of money” depending on effort invested. Prior numbers were discussed. Letters are being sent to judges for sponsorship for holes, a total of 18 holes, but multiple signs can be placed at each hole, one for each sponsor.

BCCRA will send the signs to the sponsors. Flyers can be distributed, also, with an estimate of 1,000 printed.

By filling the tournament, $9,800 could be made with just the tournament as is. With selling two Mulligans, it will cost $20/person, and a pterodactyl hole will be sold for $50/team. $13,000 profits could be made total with these additions.

Gift certificates of $250 at 10 percent off will be $225; 20 percent off anything the golfers buy is offered as well.

First place will win four 250-dollar gift certificates ($900 cost); second place, four 150-dollar gift certificates ($540 cost).

Academy has donated 15 cases of water; after four $100 gift certificates for Academy (without discount due to equivalence to cash), there will be a 20 percent off discount for products.

The raffle will be two big wheelbarrows of liquor. $500 has been spent on the liquor for this. Per-ticket cost will be $5 then $20 for five.

Motion for the raffle tickets to be $5 each and then $20 for five was made by Blanca Espericueta;

Luis Duran seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.

Total value of $1,840 for prizes desired, $1,160 from the association suggested. Sponsors requested for the lunch at $1,500; dinner for $3,000 included in the numbers for BCCRA to cover, but sponsorship for the dinner would also be accepted.

Copy Concierge will make a banner for the sponsor(s) at BCCRA's expense or even two banners if it's split sponsorship, then a shout-out at the banquet for the sponsor(s), and any sponsors' business cards can be posted on the website.

With the best turnout, BCCRA can make $18-$20,000; $3,000 in prizes can be sold for $9,000. The format of the golf tournament will be a golf scramble.

Dickson Golf called David Zarate; they offered to donate goody bags and pay for their logo to be on the bag; but, if someone wants to sponsor the bags with his/her logo instead, that is optional. They'll place any logo on anything: balls, towels, et cetera.

Jessica Butts recommended BCCRA allocate a certain percentage of the raised funds to be used immediately and to split up that percentage into different causes, retaining a certain percentage for future use, such as a 60/40 split.

For charitable causes outside reporting, BCCRA could host an event such as the 2018 Christmas mixer where individuals can donate for a non-court-reporting-related cause, only that BCCRA cannot directly contribute funding towards such a cause due to the purpose of the organization in the AOAs and the 501(c)(6) status.

Mary Berry made a motion that we spend up to $3,000 for the golf tournament for prizes; Bebe Lopez seconded the motion. The ayes had it. The motion was adopted.

Carol Castillo stated she sent out the flyer to the local San Antonio Bar Associations.

Bebe Lopez asked if members could send a picture of the flyer instead of merely physically handing out flyers, and David Zarate suggested doing so and said he did the same.

Mentorship was discussed. Carol Castillo brought up a request for someone to facilitate matching students with mentors and forming a better mentorship program.

NEISD career fair paperwork was sent by Mary Berry, and she suggested offering to fund SAC to be able to present at the career fair; at $50/table, SAC only needs two tables for $100 total.

Luis Duran made a motion to fund the two tables for $100; Bebe Lopez seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.

Carol brought up the minutes regarding NCRA from the last meeting.

Bebe Lopez mentioned two bills out presently proposing solutions to the court reporter deficit. Reciprocity was mentioned as one option; video-only depositions was the other suggestion. HB 3568 and HB 1916 were the respective numbers.

Tonya Thompson mentioned Capitol Day and said our lobbyists are incredible, organized, and thoroughly knew our legislature. She mentioned the TCRA convention and available sponsorships for students. Carol Castillo thanked Tonya Thompson for presenting this topic.

Carol Castillo brought up the minutes for the TCRA donations, including the tabled discussion from last meeting, then said she would call about the donation and suggested tabling it again until April or after the golf tournament in May.

Mary Berry made a motion to make a donation to TCRA's annual convention for $500 as a sponsor; Luis Duran seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.

Mary Berry brought up NCRA's A-Z program. Over 1,000 have gone through A-Z nationwide. Leaders just sent out an e-mail today because they decided not to teach it April and May. NCRA is trying something new. Last year, they had no summer sessions. They are going to have one in April, the first, second, and fall sessions. What Mary Berry said is happening locally is that the machines are going to be provided by local reporters. She equated it to a pilot project, unsure if it would work but wanting to make the attempt. April 4th is the deadline.

Again, Carol urged current info to be provided and mentioned that our Facebook group is private and said the webpage was edited by the individual from First Data for a better appearance.

Bebe Lopez asked about ethics classes/seminars to be thrown out occasionally. Mary Berry recounted that four judges came for stenoCAT to present an ethics class recently. Bebe Lopez also recommended court reporters need more PR in general.

Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
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